
 

Notes for the Parish for the week beginning 26th April 

If there are any other ways we can support you in your faith, and ensure you continue 
to feel part of the church during these extraordinary times, do let us know. 

THIS SUNDAY: 26th April 2020 – Third Sunday of Easter 
READINGS: 
Acts 2.14,36–41 Peter convicts the crowd of their sin, then leads them on the path to repentance 

and baptism. 
Psalm 116.1–3,10–17 Through our sufferings we can return to the Lord in faith and thanksgiving. 
1 Peter 1.17–23 We have been ransomed; freed and made clean from the ways of the world with 

the precious blood of Christ. 
Luke 24.13–35 Cleopas and a fellow disciple meet Jesus walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus but 

they do not recognise him. Jesus is made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. 

The order is available to download from https://tettenhallregis.com/media/2020Easterorder.pdf and the readings 
from https://tettenhallregis.com/media/20200426readings.pdf 

Join us after the service, at 12.00pm, using Zoom, for a virtual coffee-time, at 
https://bit.ly/SDZoomLink 

HYMNS FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4 Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I31lNuvYBWQ Broken for me, broken for you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CRMbh8ViUI I am the bread of life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2FX0-kS7wA We have a gospel to proclaim 

Daily Eucharistic Readings 
Monday Acts 6.8–15 | Psalm 119.17–24 | John 6.22–29 

Tuesday Acts 7.51–8.1 | Psalm 31.1–5, 16 | John 6.30–35 

Wednesday Acts 8.1–8 | Psalm 66.1–6 | John 6.35–40 

Thursday Acts 8.26–40 | Psalm 66.7–8, 14–18 | John 6.44–51 

Friday Philip & James, Apostles Isaiah 30.15–21 | Psalm 119.1–8 | Ephesians 1.3–10 | John 14.1–14 

Saturday Athanasius Ecclesiasticus 4.20–28 | Psalm 2.1, 2, 7, 8, 10–12 | Colossians 1.11–20 | Matt 10.24–27 

NEXT SUNDAY: 3rd May – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
READINGS: Acts 2.42–47 | Psalm 23 | 1 Peter 2.19–25 | John 10.1–10  



Last Week’s Sermon – Rev’d Simon Douglas 
Easter 2A - 19th April 2020 

Recognising Jesus 

Today is typically called 'Low Sunday', in that it is something of a come down from the highs we typically 
experience at Easter. 

After we have journeyed with Jesus through the troughs of Holy Week: the isolation of Maundy Thursday, the 
despair of Good Friday and the desolation of Holy Saturday, we should feel the joys as we celebrate the 
resurrection life of Easter Day. 

And yet, many of us feel that we have yet to experience that joy, that we are still living in the shadow of the cross. 

So, every Sunday of this traumatic time feels rather like a 'low Sunday'. 

Perhaps what we need to hear and take hold of today is that: Jesus came and stood among them and said "Peace 
be with you". Not once, but twice, on two separate occasions, Jesus appeared to his disciples, while they were 
hidden away behind locked doors. And each time he said "Peace be with you". 

The disciples had been living through their own trauma. On the evening of that first Easter Day, all that the 
disciples knew had been turned on its head: their messiah had been crucified, and some of them had been to the 
tomb and found it empty. 

When Mary Magdalene had arrived, the stone had even rolled away, so she had gone to tell the others. When they 
returned, Simon Peter and the other disciple were unable to believe what th ey found when they, too, found the 
tomb to be empty. 

Even as Mary Magdalene was tiring to contemplate what had happened, a man appeared in front of her, offering 
solace, but, blinded by her tears, she was unable identify him; it was when she heard Jesus' voice that she was able 
to tell the others of his resurrection. 

Thankfully for all of us, Jesus does not allow the story to end there. Jesus appears to his friends, and in their fear, in 
those four simple words, he offers them comfort and reassurance that everything will be alright and that they are 
not alone. 

In that moment, “Peace be with you,” were the words they needed to hear. 

But Jesus goes further. Recognising that, after all that had happened, their faith was on rather flimsy ground, Jesus 
identifies as fully present with them, as he shows them the wounds in his hands and side. Then he breathes on 
them and gives them the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Somehow Thomas was absent on that occasion, so as they recounted it to him, it must have sounded especially 
fantastical. He was unable to believe that the Lord had somehow been returned to them physically, even if only for 
a brief moment. 

Like Thomas, many people struggle with the post-resurrection presence of Jesus, then and now, and are similarly 
seeking after proof. Martin Luther King, Jr. is reported to have said, “Take the first step in faith. You don’t have to 
see the whole staircase, just take the first step.”  

Knowing Thomas's reservations, the he was struggling to believe, Jesus appeared again in that small room when 
the disciples, this time including Thomas, were gathered. When are able to take that first step, even in our fears 
and uncertainties, so that our hearts are open, we are able to recognise and receive the presence of the risen 
Christ. The Lord God is with us in the happiest times and the darkest moments. 

We can bear witness to the living God because of those who saw him. Through the testimony of the disciples, of all 
that they had experienced of the resurrected Jesus, they were able to tell others about the wounds in his body. 
Even Thomas could tell the story, because Jesus had ensured that he, even with his questions, was able to 
recognise and fully believe. 



Faith is something that requires all we are in order to experience: body, mind, spirit. It requires us to hear God and 
to feel the Holy Spirit within us. The faith that Jesus sought to inspire in his disciples is the same faith God wishes 
for us who follow him today. While we are unlikely to ever experience for ourselves the marks imposed by those 
awful nails, we know through faith that Jesus rose from the dead to save us. That Jesus lived among us, fully 
knowing us and loving us in the most human terms. 

We are, no doubt, by now pretty familiar with every inch of the places in which we live. We are probably pretty fed 
up of being confined to these spaces. We may even be anxious and afraid, for ourselves, for our friends and family, 
for those we love, and for all that we appear to have 'lost' of life as we know it. 

But the hope of today's gospel is that even in our confinement, or isolation, and our fear, Jesus is with us, and he 
speaks his peace to us. 

It would almost certainly not provide us with much peace or comfort in our current predicament if the risen Jesus 
were to bodily appear with us this morning, or perhaps at any time. 

Thomas is a reminder that God understands those who question what happened to Jesus after he was placed in 
the tomb. We can believe what we have not seen. Faith is a potent source of power, especially in times of fear and 
uncertainty. 

As we continue to celebrate these great fifty days of Easter, we are encouraged to recognise the presence of the 
risen Jesus among us, that we console ourselves in the love of the risen Christ, and boldly proclaim that Jesus is 
alive and will be with us always. 

I want to end with a poem, written by Amy Scott Robinson and illustrated by Richard Lyall, on 4 of the resurrection 
appearances of Jesus, available from https://engageworship.org/ideas/recognising-you-resurrection-poem used 
with permission: 

Recognising You 

Jesus in the garden, newly risen from the dead, 
who stood by weeping Mary, and who heard the words she said 
as if you were the gardener, till at last your shepherd’s voice 
called her ‘Mary’ and with one word gave her reason to rejoice, 
Jesus in the garden, ever new but still the same, 
help me recognise you in the speaking of my name. 

Jesus on the journey, fellow traveller on the road, 
who met two sad disciples, walking with them as you showed 
the meaning of the scriptures that predicted you would rise, 
but only when you blessed the meal could they believe their eyes. 
Jesus on the journey, meet me where my hopes have fled, 
help me recognise you in the breaking of the bread. 

Jesus in the locked room, breaking through despair and doubt, 
who comforted your friends when they had shut the whole world out, 
who came again for Thomas, and revealed your hands and side 
so that he could touch and know you as alive, though you had died. 
Jesus in the locked room, breaking through our self-built bars, 
help me recognise you in the touching of your scars. 

Jesus on the shoreline, cooking breakfast for your friends, 
who offered guilty Peter one more chance to make amends, 
who filled a net with fish for him, and helped him to recall 
the first catch that convinced him to respond to your first call. 
Jesus on the shoreline, know my best, forgive my worst, 
help me recognise you in the way I met you first.  



For reference 
Sunday worship and Daily Prayer is being livestreamed to the Parish Facebook page, fb.me/tettenhallregis/ 
The services being streamed each day are as follows 
8.30am Morning Prayer 
4.30pm Evening Prayer (6.30pm Sunday - Traditional Evening Prayer) 
9.30pm Night Prayer (Compline) 
Links to access the prayers and readings are available from the Facebook page, the websites below, and the 
Church of England site, as well as the Daily Prayer app. 

Links 
Parish Facebook page fb.me/tettenhallregis 
St. Michael’s website stmichaels-church.org.uk/ 
Parish website Coronavirus updates tettenhallregis.com/coronavirus 
Holy Cross Coronavirus updates https://holycross.bilbrook.info/coronavirus/ 
Christ the King fb.me/christthekingaldersley/ 
St. Paul’s fb.me/stpaulscofependeford/ 

Contacts 
CLERGY 
Rev’d Richard Reeve 01902 742801 richardmreeve@aol.com 
Rev’d Simon Douglas 01902 212405 simon@sdouglas.org 
Rev’d Cath Leighton 07903 164242 cmaleighton@icloud.com 
Rev’d Allen Roberts 01902 765741 allenroberts127@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
Mr Keith McQuillen 01902 751622 tettenhallregis@gmail.com 

The Parish Office is currently open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, on a non-contact basis. 

CHURCH WARDENS 

St. Michael’s 
Mr Andrew Graham 01902 762021 andgra@blueyonder.co.uk 
Mr Jon Preece  01902 754939 jon.preece@talk21.com 

Holy Cross 
Mrs Janet Pugh  01902 844981 janetepugh@hotmail.co.uk 
Mr Mike Spragg  01902 845222 mike@spragg.co.uk 

Christ the King 
Mrs Iggy Peters  01902 756793 iggyp@gmx.co.uk 

St. Paul’s 
Mr Eddie Baker  01902 829040 eddie.baker@utas.utc.com 
Mrs Joan Philips  01902 785844 joan_phillips13@msn.com 
 


