
Please remember in your prayers 

Pray for those who are not well at this 

time and pray for the souls of the recently 
departed, may they rest in peace. 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Greetings! 
Whatever you intend doing – 

do have a joyful Christmas. 
 

 

Christmas Reading 

There are some new booklets and prayer cards on the 
Prayer Table.   Do have a look.               

                          Janet 
 

 

Alex Dougan 

It was a lovely surprise to see Alex and his 

mother in Church last Sunday. If you would like 

to write to Alex, his address is:  

Alex Dougan, St Anthony’s Care Home, 

Stourbridge Road, Wolverhampton WV4 5NQ 
 

 

Catherine Johns 

Catherine (daughter of Graham and Brenda) has 

moved from London to Exeter. She writes: 

‘Please do give my love and best wishes to 

everyone at Holy Cross, I still receive the weekly 

news sheet by email, so I do feel part of the 

community still, even though I am not there in 

person!’ 

 

Sunday 24th December 10.45am  
Welcomers: Jean H, Jean M 
Reader:   Mark 
Prayers: Jo 
Offertory: June, Sheila, Mary 
Assist: Mike, Malcolm 
Pebble Pool: Mike 

Sunday 24th December 11pm Midnight Mass 
Welcomers: Jill, Gill 
Reader:   Mike 
Prayers:  Mark 

Offertory: Victor, Gill, Rita 
Assist: Mike, Mark 

Monday 25th December Christmas Day 8am 

Sides, Reader, Offertory, Assist: Mike 

Monday 25th December Christmas Day 
10.45am Celebration 
Welcomers: Jean H, Ruth 
Assist: Rebecca, Malcolm 

 
Sunday 31st December 10.45am 
Welcomers: Jean M, Gill 
Reader:   Kathryn 
Prayers: Jo 

Offertory: Mary, Victor, June 

Assist: Janet, Mike 
Pebble Pool: Victor 
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Sunday 24th December 
Christmas Eve (Advent 4) 

10.45am Sung Eucharist  
 (Celebrant: Revd Jim Perry) 

Coffee/Tea will be served at the back of 

church after the 10.45am Eucharist.  

Please stay and join us. 

4pm Crib Service 

11pm Midnight Mass 
(Celebrant: Revd Allen Roberts) 

 
 

Hymns for Sung Eucharist 

Introit: 358 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Gradual: 136 For Mary, mother of our Lord 

(St Botolph) 

Offertory: 56 Be Thou my vision 

Communion: Choir The Magnificat  

 53 Be Still 

Recessional: 467 Tell out, my soul 
 

  
 
 

 

This Week 

Mon 25 Christmas Day 

8am Eucharist  

10.45am Celebration Eucharist 

Tues 26  

Wed 27  

Thur 28 9.30am Eucharist 

Fri 29  

Sat  30  

Sun 31 10.30am Sunday Club 

10.45am Sung Eucharist 

 
  



Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
COLLECT 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she 
looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be 
ready to greet him when he comes again as our 
judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
FIRST READING  2 Samuel 7.1–11, 16 
A reading from the second book of Samuel. 

Now when David, the king was settled in his house, 
and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark 
of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, 
do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 
But that same night the word of the Lord came to 
Nathan:  Go and tell my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 
in?  I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 
day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle.  Wherever I have moved about among all 
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any 
of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?’  Now therefore you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off 
all your enemies from before you; and I will make for 
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 
the earth.  And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in 
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from 
the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover the Lord declares to you, David, that the 
Lord will make you a house. Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your 
throne shall be established for ever. 
 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord 
All:     Thanks be to God 
 
SECOND READING Romans 16.25–27 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 

To God who is able to strengthen you 
according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command 
of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith – to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord 
All:     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL Luke 1.26–38 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And 
he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! 
The Lord is with you.’  But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favour with God.  And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.’  Mary said to the 
angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  The 
angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God.  And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.’  
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her 
 
Priest: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All:   Praise to you, O Christ 
 
POST COMMUNION 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your 
servants with your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 


