Please remember in your prayers

The Church of England

Pray for those who are not well at this
time and pray for the souls of the recently
departed, may they rest in peace.

Thanks for your donations

Donated food is weighed on arrival at The Well.
On 31st October we donated 14.95 kg
On 15th November we donated 9.7kg
Please continue to help those who need it.

Holy Cross Ministry Team

The next meeting of the Ministry Team will be after
the 7pm Eucharist on Tuesday 21st November.

Holy Cross Church
Serving the Community of Bilbrook
in the Parish of Tettenhall Regis

Team Vicar:

Revd. Simon Douglas (212405)
Church Wardens: Janet Pugh (844981)
Mike Spragg (845222)
Website: http://holycross.bilbrook.info/
Parish Office: 01902 751622
(10am-12noon Monday-Friday)

Sunday 19th November

Prayer Line Meeting

Please can we meet for an update after next week’s
Sung Eucharist (Sunday 26th November)
Audrey

2nd Sunday before Advent
8am Eucharist

Dementia Friendly Church
There is a training session at Trinity Methodist
Church from 10am to 12noon on Wednesday 29th
November.
This session would be useful to everyone, but
particularly valuable to those who welcome people at
the church door. Please attend if you are able. Jill

Holy Cross Christmas Fair …
only 2 weeks to go
Our Christmas Fair is on

(Celebrant: Revd Simon Douglas)

10.30am Sunday Club
10.45am Sung Eucharist
(Celebrant: Revd Simon Douglas)
Coffee/Tea will be served at the back of
church after the 10.45am Eucharist.
Please stay and join us.

6pm United Service

Saturday 2nd December
from 12noon ‘til 3pm.

(at Trinity)

We would be grateful for: Toiletries
Raffle prizes
Tombola prizes
Books
Toys
Cakes
Bottles for the Bottle Tombola
Items
•
•
•

for sale prior to the Fair…
Foot Spa
Child’s scooter (modern design)
Set of golf clubs – suit age 5 to 8 (not a
toy!)
Items now available for inspection - Rosemary
19th November 8am
Sides, Reader, Offertory, Assist: Mike
19th November
10.45am
Welcomers: Jean H, Malcolm
Reader: Rebecca
Prayers: Jo
Offertory: Malcolm, Grace, Victor
Assist: Rebecca, Mark
Pebble Pool: Mike
26th November
Welcomers: Mary, Victor
Reader: Andrea
Prayers: Carole
Offertory: Sheila, Gill, Mary
Assist: Carole, Mike
Pebble Pool: Victor

Hymns for Sung Eucharist
Introit:

15

All my hope on God is founded

Gradual:

19

All that I am

Offertory:

464

Communion: Choir

Recessional:

Take my life and let it be
Take this moment, sign & space

379

O Lord hear my prayer

560

Will you come and follow me

This Week
Mon
Tues

20
21

Wed
Thur

22
23

Fri
Sat
Sun

24
25
26

2pm Craft Group
7pm Eucharist
7.45pm Ministry Team Meeting
6.45pm Friendship Club
9.30am Eucharist
10am Coffee Pop-In
12noon Eucharist
10am Place of Welcome
Christ the King
10.30am Sunday Club
10.45am Sung Eucharist

Second Sunday before Advent
COLLECT
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to
destroy the works of the devil and to make us the
children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we,
having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is
pure; that when he shall appear in power and great
glory we may be made like him in his eternal and
glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
FIRST READING Zephaniah 1.7, 12–18
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is
at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has
consecrated his guests. At that time I will search
Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who
rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their
hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.’
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid
waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink
wine from them. The great day of the Lord is near, near
and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is
bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a
day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of
ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a
day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast
and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the
lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind; because they have
sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out
like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver
nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of
the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole
earth shall be consumed; for a full and terrible end he
will make of all the inhabitants of the earth
Reader: This is the word of the Lord
All:
Thanks be to God
SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5.1–11
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the
Thessalonians.
Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you.
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say,
‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction
will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise
you like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do,
but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who
sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.

Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.
Reader: This is the word of the Lord
All:
Thanks be to God
GOSPEL Matthew 25.14–30
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according
to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The kingdom of heaven is
as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one
who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two
more talents. But the one who had received the one
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. After a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the
one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.” And the one with the two
talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed
over to me two talents; see, I have made two more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who
had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.”
But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and
gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return,
I would have received what was my own with interest.
So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”’
Priest: This is the Gospel of the Lord
All:
Praise to you, O Christ
POST COMMUNION
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give
substance to our hope: bring us at the last to that
fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ
our Saviour.

